Kuzey istanbul’'un Kuzeyi
North of Northern Istanbul
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istanbul’da en sevdigim yer Karaburun olabilir. istanbul
denildiginde akillara gelen ilk yer olmadig kesin. Hatta cogu
kisi, boyle bir yerin varligindan bile haberdar degil. Kentin
binalar, yogun dokusu, kalabaligi, kaotik diizeni ve giindelik
hayatin kosusturmasi ile sik sik daraldigini hissettigim ruhumun
tekrar genlesme imkani buldugu bir noktasi burasi.

Nasil olmasin ki? Sirtini dayadidi genis verimli tarim arazileri,
icme suyu saglayan géller ve ormanlik alanlardan gegerek
Karaburun’a yaklasirken, zaten bir arinma yagsamaya
basladigimi hissediyorum. Kafami kaldirsam gé¢men

kuslar selamliyor, etrafima baksam ekili tarlalar, mandalar...
Cografya, ritliele dahil olmak istercesine Karaburun éncesinde
topografyay hafif ylkseltiyor. Yikseltiyi astiktan sonra

asaglya, Karadeniz’e dogru térensel bir inis yapiyorum.

Hir¢in ve 6zglr Karadeniz bitin aciklidiyla karsimda. Ancak
Karadeniz’in hirginhiginin aksine sakin bir balikgi barinagi ilk
duragim. Barinagin dogusunda upuzun bir kumsal yer aliyor.
Hemen batisinda ylkselen tepeye evlerin arasindan kivrilarak
ciktigimda yukarida beni bir deniz feneri bekliyor. Firtinada
yolunu kaybeden denizcilere yol gbsteren bu feneri arkama alip
Karadeniz’in blylk bosluguna yukaridan baktigimda gercekten
hafifliyorum. Kollarimi iki yana kanat gibi agsam sanki tepede
esen sert rlizgar beni alip uguracak kadar... Bu ylkseklikten

istanbul’un Kuzey kiyi cizgisini kilometrelerce gérmek mimkdin.

Sanki hi¢ bitmeyecekmis gibi birbirlerini ardi ardina takip eden
koylar, falezler, upuzun kumullar. Burasi artik kentin dogasinin
buydleyici bir sekilde beni ele gegirdigi, 6lumsiuzlik pesinde
kosturan insanin garesizce kentte birakmak istedigi izinin iyice
siliklestigi, siliklestikce de ruhunun rahatladigi bir topraklanma
noktasi.

Nasil doluluk, etrafindaki bosluklarla anlamli bir hale geliyorsa,
bildigimiz Istanbul da Kuzey’in bu dogal ve yabant giizelligi ile
bir biitiin oluyor ancak. Kuzey istanbul’un kuzeyi, istanbul’un
anti-tezi veya kentin disinda bir yer degil, bu kenti tamamlayan,
nefes alinabilir kilan pargalarindan biri. O tek parga kayboldugu
durumda biliyoruz ki resmin tam olma imkani da ortadan
kalkacak.
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Karaburun might be my favorite place in Istanbul. It is definitely
not the first place that comes to mind when Istanbul is
mentioned. In fact, most people do not even know that such a
place exists. This is a spot where my soul -which, | often feel,
gets distressed by the buildings, dense structure, crowds and
the chaotic order of the city and the rush of daily life- gets the
chance to decompress.

How can it not be so? As | approach Karaburun, passing
through vast farmlands it leans against, lakes that provide
drinking water, and forestland, | already feel as if | am
beginning to go through a catharsis. If | raise my head, there
are migratory birds greeting me, if | turn around, there are
planted fields, oxen... Geography, as if wanting to join in on
the ritual, raises the topography a little right before Karaburun.
Having climbed over this elevation, | ceremoniously descend
toward the Black Sea. The Black Sea lies open before me,
peevish and free. Yet, standing in contrast to the peevishness
of the Black Sea, my first stop is a calm fishing port. To the
east of the port lies a very long beach. When | climb the hill to
its west, making my way through the houses, | am greeted by
a lighthouse. | feel really relieved when | turn my back against
this lighthouse that guides sailors lost in storms, and look at
the grand blank/emptiness of the Black Sea from the top. If |
were to open my arms like wings, the wind over the hill could
blow me away... It is possible to see Istanbul’s coastline

for many kilometers from here. Bays, cliffs and long dunes
endlessly following one another. This is a spot where the
city’s nature entrancingly captivates me, where the marks of
immortality seeking humans become indistinct, and where, as

they become so, the soul gets grounded.

Just as the way blank space completes and gives meaning to
filled areas, Istanbul as we know it becomes whole only with
this natural and wild beauty of the North. North of Northern
Istanbul is neither an antithesis of Istanbul nor a place on the
outskirts of the city, it is a part of the city that completes it,
makes it habitable. With the loss of that one part, we know that
the picture will never be whole again.



Genel olarak istanbul’'un Kuzey’i tizerindeki hassasiyetimin,
hislerimden bagimsiz bir sekilde, olduk¢a saglam bilimsel bir
zemini de var elbet. Dogu-bati aksinda gtiney kiyilari boyunca
yapilasmis istanbul’un hayati fonksiyonlarini sagliyor Kuzey.
Kent, Kuzey Ormanlari ile nefes aliyor, Karadeniz’in ¢etin
ikliminden korunuyor. istanbul’un icme suyu kaynaklari burada
yer aliyor. Kuzey ayni zamanda istanbul’u besleyen tarm
topraklarina sahip. insan disi canlilarin da yasam alani. Ve
halihazirda oldukca kirilgan ekosistemleri barindiriyor. Tim bu
sebeplerden dolay1 2000’lerin basinda uzun ¢alismalar sonunda
hazirlanan ve o zamanlar “istanbul’un Anayasasi” olarak ifade
edilen kentin Cevre Diizeni Plani kesin bir sekilde Kuzey’e
dogru yapilasmay! sinirlandiriyordu. istanbul’a dair kararlarin
istanbul disindan ve kamu yararini gézetmeden alindigi uzun
bir dénemin sonunda artik bu bélge, istanbul Havalimani gibi
mega projeler, Kuzey Marmara Otoyolu ve son dénemde artan
yapilasmalar ile zaten yiiksek risk altinda. Kanal istanbul Projesi,
tim bu tehditleri gélgede birakabilecek potansiyele sahip.

Kanal’in vadettigi ¢ilginliklar iginde nispeten az vurgulanan
ancak beni belki de en fazla korkutan tehdit, Karaburun ve
Kuzey kiyilarinin proje ile gegirmesi muhtemel déntsim. Clnki
burasi projenin hafriyat dékim alani. Cevre Etki Dederlendirme
(GED) raporuna gore, 5 yil boyunca gece glindiiz devam
edecek kazi ve patlamalar ile 1.1 milyar metreklp hafriyat
malzemesi cikartilacak. Yani, istanbul Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi’nin
hesaplamalarina gére proje i¢in glinde yaklasik 10 bin hafriyat
kamyonu calisacak. Yillar boyunca, binlerce kamyonun, gegctigi
her yeri toz duman iginde birakarak kelimenin tam manasiyla
deprem etkisi yaratacak devasa bir tektonik hareketi, insan hirsi
ve eli neticesinde gerceklestirmesinden bahsediyoruz.

Kanal’in Karadeniz ile bulusma noktasi olarak planlanan, ylksek
tonajli biylk gemilerin kanala giris ¢ikis yapacag yer tam da

o sakin balik¢i barinagina denk geliyor. Proje ile cok hizli bir
yapilasma tetiklenecek, tim bu cografya taninmayacak sekilde
degisecek. Ancak yapilasmadan dnce, benim agimdan en
Urkatlcu gelisme, cikacak hafriyat malzemesiyle Karaburun’un
iki yakasinda 45 kilometre uzunlugunda, yaklasik 20 metre
eninde bir dolgu alaninin yapilmak istenmesi. Bu, Kanal
uzunlugundaki bir yapinin Kanal’a dik bir sekilde Karadeniz
kiyillarina da yapilmasi anlamina geliyor. Ruhumun rahatladigi
deniz fenerinin 6nlindeki o noktadan Karadeniz’e bakinca,
artik g6zumdin alabildigince uzanan dogal bir kiyi seridi yerine
bir beton duvar ve arkasindaki dolgu alanini gérecek olmak
yasarken 6lmek ile es deger. Zaten projenin tim etkileriyle
“istanbul igin 8liim” anlamina geldiginin sik sik vurgulanmasi
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The sensitivity around the subject of Northern Istanbul in
general, of course, also has a strong scientific basis that has
nothing to do with my feelings. The North supplies for the vital
functions of the city of Istanbul, which has developed on the
east-west axis, along the Southern shores.

The city breathes and is shielded from the tough climate of
the Black Sea thanks to the Northern Forests. Drinking water
resources of Istanbul are located here. The North also has
farmlands that feed Istanbul. Moreover, it is the habitat of
non-human creatures. It shelters already fragile ecosystems.
Because of all this, the city’s Environment Plan, prepared as
a result of long studies in the early 2000s and referred to as
“Istanbul’s constitution” back then, firmly restrained the city’s
development towards the North. After a long period, where
decisions about Istanbul were made outside of Istanbul and
with no regard for public interest, this area is already under
great risk because of mega projects like Istanbul Airport,
Northern Marmara Motorway and the late developments in
the area. The Istanbul Canal project has the potential to single
handedly overshadow all of these threats.

Among all the craziness the canal promised, the threat that

is mentioned relatively less, but maybe scares me the most,

is the probable transformation that Karaburun and Northern
shores are likely to go through. Because the excavations will
be dumped here. According to the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) report, the excavations and detonations

that will continue for 5 years will yield 1.1 billion square

meters of excavated material. That is to say, according to the
calculations of Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality, around 10
thousand trucks a day will be working for the project. We are
talking about a colossal tectonic movement, which will have an
earthquake effect with thousands of trucks moving for years,
leaving everything in dust, caused by human greed and human
hand.

The point where the canal is planned to meet the Black Sea,
where the high tonnage ships will enter and exit the canal, is
exactly where that fishing port is right now. The project will
trigger a fast development in the area, this whole geography
will change beyond recognition. However, even before the
developments, what is most frightening for me is the plan

to create a filled land on the sea with a width of 20 meters

on both sides of Karaburun for 45 kms. This means building
another structure with the same length of the canal, along the
shores of the Black Sea, perpendicular to the canal. Looking

da bosuna degil. Planlanan devasa dolgu deniz, kiyi ve kumul
ekosistemlerini geri déntist olmayacak sekilde etkileyecek,
bircok tirl yok edecek.

Projenin tamamlanmasi ekonomik, toplumsal, politik, diplomatik
bircok faktére bagli. Haliyle, muhtemelen insaat baslasa bile
higbir zaman tamamlanamayacak. Ancak bu rahatlatan bir bilgi
olmaktan ¢ok uzak. Gunkul hafriyat operasyonu, bir sisteme
serumla damla damla zehir salmak ile es deger. Topragin
eselenmesi, eselenen topragin tasinmasi ve tasinan topragin
denize bosaltiimasi, projenin diger tim asamalarindan énce
baslayacak ve geometrik olarak artacak tahribat heniiz ilk
gunden yasanmaya baslanacak.

Turkiye son 20 yildaki imar hareketleriyle coktan
“doldurulamayan kapasitelere sahip mega projeler tlkesi”ne
donustu. Yeterince yolcunun gelmedigi havaalanlari, yeterince
aracin gegmedigi kdpruler, yeterince otomobilin girmedigi
otoyollar... Hayati boyunca potansiyelini hi¢ gerceklestiremeyen
bir insanin drami gibi. CUnkU en basta, ¢6zim Uretilmeye
calisilan sorunun kendisi dogru tarif edilmis degil. Toplumsal
fayda, ekolojik etki, gelecek nesillerin ihtiyaglari gibi éncelikler
yerine son derece sorunlu ve sinirl ekonomik kalkinma
oncelikleri ile kentlere kocaman izler birakildi.

Kerem Uzel'in Kanal istanbul giizergahi boyunca gektigi
fotograflarda, 6zellikle Kuzey’e ¢iktikga kentin nasil ferahladigini
hissedebiliyorsunuz. Yapil gevre yerini gokyuzu, ufuk cizgisi

ve genig duzltklere birakiyor adeta. Ama kirilgan bir sekilde.
Toprag suren bir traktdriin veya ¢ayirda piknik yapan insanlarin
arka planinda yikselen devasa bloklar, Kuzey’in sakinliginin ayni
zamanda firtinadan énceki sessizlik olarak da anlasilabilecegini
bize hatirlatiyorlar.

Kalin gizgilerle izini birakmak isteyen insanin, ancak izini
siliklestirdikge 6zgurlesebilecegini anlamasi dilegiyle.
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down from the point in front of that lighthouse where my soul
feels relieved, and seeing a concrete wall and beyond it a
filled land, instead of the natural shoreline stretching endlessly
will be equivalent to death. After all, there is a reason why it

is so often emphasized that this project means the “death of
Istanbul.” The giant filled land will irrevocably affect the sea,
shore and dune ecosystems, killing off many species.

The completion of the project depends upon many economic,
social, political and diplomatic factors. Therefore, even if the
construction begins, it is most likely to remain unfinished.
However, this information is far from comforting. Because the
excavation operation is equal to poisoning, a system drop by
drop. The digging of the earth, moving that dug earth dumping
it into sea will begin before any other stage of the project and
the destruction that will geometrically increase will begin from
day one.

With the zoning moves in the last 20 years, Turkey has
already become a “country of mega projects with unfulfilled
capacities.” Airports without enough passengers, bridges
without enough vehicles passing, motorways without enough
cars entering... Like the tragedy of a person who cannot realize
their potential throughout life. For in the first place, the actual
problem for which a solution is being sought is not correctly
described. Instead of prioritizing social benefits, ecological
impact and the needs of future generations, huge marks have
been made on cities with extremely problematic and limited
economic development priorities.

In the photos Kerem Uzel has taken along the envisioned
course of the Istanbul Canal, you can feel how the city draws
a breath as you go up North. The built environment, almost,
leaves its place to the sky, the horizon and vast plains. Yet, in
a fragile manner. The colossal blocks rising in the background
of a tractor ploughing the land, or of people having a picnic on
the meadow, remind us that the calm of the North could also
be seen as the silence before the storm.

With the hope that humans, wanting to leave bold traces
behind them, understand that they can only become as free as
they make their traces indistinct.





